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9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

Review your learning or 
learn something new from 

Khan Academy 

Have a time each day to 
have a family meeting to 

discuss concerns and notice 
each other's kindness. 

Make a stop motion movie 
with a free stop motion app.  

Problem solve something by 
fixing or organizing. 

Play and make music just 
search for Chrome Music 

Lab 

Mindful Minute: Take 3 deep 
breathes and focus on the 

sounds in the room.  

Read a historical document 
at archives.gov/historical-

docs 

Reflect and discuss What 
choices have been made by 

others that have changed 
your life since spring break?

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 
please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



Grade 12 English Language Arts:  April 20-April 24, 2020 

Hello Parents and 12th Graders, 

Here is a review of content previously taught this school year. This learning 
opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 
opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 
work provided.  

Week 4: April 20-April 24 Pages 726-737 

Day 1: 726-727 Day 2: 728-729 Day 3: 730-733 Day 4: 734-735 Day 5: 736-737 

Word Definition
Promontories (pg 731) 
Noun- plural noun: promontories 

-a point of high land that juts out into a large body 
of water; a headland. 

Inhabitants (pg 732) 
Noun-plural noun: inhabitants -a person or animal that lives in or occupies a 

place. 

Migrated (pg 732) 
Verb-past tense: migrated 

-(of an animal) move from one region or habitat to 
another according to the seasons. 

Steeped (pg 733) 
 Verb past tense: steeped 

-soak (food or tea) in water or other liquid so as to 
extract its flavor or to soften it. 

● Read Aloud Accommodations and Accessible Level Texts are available via the
specialized instruction and supports website referenced at the beginning of this
packet.
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OVERVIEW: SMALL-GROUP LEARNING

STRATEGY ACTION PLAN

Prepare

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

What does it mean to call 
a place home?

From Text to Topic

Small-Group Learning Strategies

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA726 
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HISTORY

from  A History of the English Church 
and People
Bede, translated by Leo Sherley-Price

This early history of Albion—the land we now call 
England—helped to create a national identity.

POETRY COLLECTION 1

The Seafarer translated by Burton Raffel

�  MEDIA CONNECTION: The Seafarer

Dover Beach Matthew Arnold

Escape From the Old Country Adrienne Su

The world can be a lonely place for travelers far from home.

POETRY COLLECTION 2

The Widow at Windsor Rudyard Kipling

From Lucy: Englan’ Lady James Berry

Is royalty the peak of freedom or a prison?

PERFORMANCE TASK
SPEAKING AND LISTENING FOCUS

Present a Panel Discussion
The Small-Group readings feature people writing about home as both a place and 
a state of mind. After reading, your group will plan and deliver a panel discussion 
about the qualities that make a place important to a community or an individual.

MEDIA: WEBSITE

from History of Jamaica
Encyclopaedia Britannica

The story of Jamaica, once a British colony and  
now a country, is full of drama.

Overview: Small-Group Learning 727
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OVERVIEW: SMALL-GROUP LEARNING

Working as a Team
1. Take a Position In your group, discuss the following question:

Which is more important: an external home or an internal 
sense of home?

As you take turns sharing your positions, be sure to provide reasons for 
your choice. After all group members have shared, discuss some of the 
personal attributes that might help someone develop an internal sense 

2. List Your Rules As a group, decide on the rules that you will follow as 
you work together. Samples are provided; add two more of your own. You 
may add or revise rules based on your experience together.

3. Apply the Rules Practice working as a group. Share what you have 
learned about what defines a home. Make sure each person in the group 
contributes. Take notes and be prepared to share with the class one thing 
that you heard from another member of your group.

4. Name Your Group Choose a name that reflects the unit topic.

Our group’s name: 

5. Create a Communication Plan Decide how you want to communicate 
with one another. For example, you might use online collaboration tools, 
email, or instant messaging.

Our group’s decision: 

728 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it mean to call a place home?

Making a Schedule
First, find out the due dates for the small-group activities. Then, preview the 
texts and activities with your group, and make a schedule for completing 
the tasks.

from A History of the English Church 
and People

from History of Jamaica

The Seafarer

Dover Beach

Escape From the Old Country

The Widow at Windsor

From Lucy: Englan’ Lady

SELECTION ACTIVITIES DUE DATE

Working on Group Projects
As your group works together, you’ll find it more effective if each person has 
a specific role. Different projects require different roles. Before beginning a 
project, discuss the necessary roles, and choose one for each group member. 
Here are some possible roles; add your own ideas.

Project Manager: monitors the schedule and keeps everyone on task

Researcher: organizes research activities

Recorder: takes notes during group meetings

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA Overview: Small-Group Learning 729
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MAKING MEANING

from HISTORY OF JAMAICAfrom A HISTORY OF THE 
ENGLISH CHURCH 
AND PEOPLE

NOTICE the general ideas of 
the text. What is it about? 
Who is involved?

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what 
you’ve already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check.

from A History of the English 
Church and People
Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read, you will encounter these words.

breadth abounding innumerable 

Familiar Word Parts To find the meaning of an unfamiliar word, look for 
familiar word parts, such as roots, prefixes, or suffixes. 

Unfamiliar Word: It extends 800 miles northward . . . except where a 
number of promontories stretch farther. . . .

Familiar Word Parts: The prefix pro-, as in propel and project, often means 
“forward.” The root -mont- looks as though it is related to the words 
mount and mountain.

Possible Meaning: Promontories, then, may be tall land formations that 
jut forward in some way. 

Apply your knowledge of familiar word parts and other vocabulary strategies 
to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read NONFICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

About the Author

Bede (673–735) was born 
near the Monastery of 
St. Peter and St. Paul at 
Jarrow in Northumbria, now 
northeast England. He was 
sent to live in the monastery 
at the age of seven, was 
ordained a deacon at 
nineteen, and became 
a priest at thirty. Bede 
rarely left the monastery 
and followed a strict daily 
schedule of prayer, study, 
teaching, and writing. During 
his lifetime, he completed 
more than 60 books on 
religious and scientific topics, 
most of which have survived 
to the current day.

Comparing Text to Media
In this lesson, you will compare an eighth-century 
history with a modern-day encyclopedia entry. First, 
you will complete the first-read and close-read activities 
for the excerpt from A History of the English Church 
and People. The work you do with your group on this 
title will help prepare you for the comparing task.

� STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text

Language

730 
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES

BACKGROUND
Although the majority of people in Bede’s day were illiterate, and written 

as contact with other learned monks, through his monastery. Using these 
sources, he was able to write a history of Britain. Bede hoped to reach a 
larger world of readers for his work—the Church to which he belonged and 
the Roman civilization in which it participated. Bede wrote his account of 
Britain for such readers, starting with the basics.

The Situation of Britain and Ireland: Their Earliest Inhabitants

B ritain, formerly known as Albion, is an island in the ocean, facing 
between north and west, and lying at a considerable distance 

from the coasts of Germany, Gaul, and Spain, which together form 
the greater part of Europe. It extends 800 miles northwards, and 
is 200 in breadth, except where a number of promontories stretch 
farther, the coastline round which extends to 3,675 miles. To the south 
lies Belgic Gaul,1 from the nearest shore of which travelers can see the 
city known as Rutubi Portus, which the English have corrupted to 
Reptacestir.2 The distance from there across the sea to Gessoriacum,3 
the nearest coast of the Morini, is 50 miles or, as some write it, 450 
furlongs.4 On the opposite side of Britain, which lies open to the 
boundless ocean, lie the isles of the Orcades.5 Britain is rich in grain 

1. Belgic Gaul France.
2. Reptacestir Richborough, part of the city of Sandwich.
3. Gessoriacum Boulogne, France.
4. furlongs n. units for measuring distance; a furlong is equal to one eighth of a mile.
5. Orcades Orkney Isles.

1

HISTORY

from 

Bede

A History of the  
English Church 
and People

translated by  
Leo Sherley-Price

Mark familiar word parts or 
indicate another strategy you 
used that helped you determine 
meaning.

breadth (brehdth) n. 

from A History of the English Church and People 731
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NOTES
and timber; it has good pasturage for cattle and draft animals,6 and 
vines are cultivated in various localities. There are many land and sea 
birds of various species, and it is well known for its plentiful springs 
and rivers abounding in fish. There are salmon and eel fisheries, 
while seals, dolphins, and sometimes whales are caught. There are 
also many varieties of shellfish, such as mussels, in which are often 
found excellent pearls of several colors: red, purple, violet, and green, 
but mainly white. Cockles7 are abundant, and a beautiful scarlet dye 
is extracted from them, which remains unfaded by sunshine or rain; 
indeed, the older the cloth, the more beautiful its color. The country 
has both salt and hot springs, and the waters flowing from them 
provide hot baths, in which the people bathe separately according 
to age and sex. As Saint Basil says: “Water receives its heat when it 
flows across certain metals, and becomes hot, and even scalding.” 
The land has rich veins of many metals, including copper, iron, 
lead, and silver. There is also much black jet8 of fine quality, which 
sparkles in firelight. When burned, it drives away snakes, and, like 
amber, when it is warmed by friction, it clings to whatever is applied 
to it. In old times, the country had twenty-eight noble cities, and 
innumerable castles, all of which were guarded by walls, towers, and 
barred gates.

Since Britain lies far north toward the pole, the nights are short 
in summer, and at midnight it is hard to tell whether the evening 
twilight still lingers or whether dawn is approaching; for in these 
northern latitudes the sun does not remain long below the horizon 
at night. Consequently both summer days and winter nights are 
long, and when the sun withdraws southwards, the winter nights 
last eighteen hours. In Armenia,9 Macedonia,10 and Italy, and other 
countries of that latitude, the longest day lasts only fifteen hours and 
the shortest nine.

At the present time there are in Britain, in harmony with the five 
books of the divine law, five languages and four nations—English, 
British, Scots, and Picts. Each of these have their own language, but 
all are united in their study of God’s truth by the fifth, Latin, which 
has become a common medium through the study of the scriptures. 
The original inhabitants of the island were the Britons, from whom it 
takes its name, and who, according to tradition, crossed into Britain 
from Armorica,11 and occupied the southern parts. When they had 
spread northwards and possessed the greater part of the islands, it 
is said that some Picts from Scythia12 put to sea in a few long ships 
and were driven by storms around the coasts of Britain, arriving at 

6. draft animals animals used for pulling loads.
7. Cockles n. edible shellfish with two heart-shaped shells.
8. jet n. type of coal.
9. Armenia region between the Black and the Caspian seas, now divided between the 

nations of Armenia and Turkey.
10. Macedonia region in the eastern Mediterranean, now divided among Greece, Bulgaria, 

Albania, Serbia, Kosovo, and the Republic of Macedonia.
11. Armorica Brittany, France.
12. Scythia ancient region in southeastern Europe.

2

3

Mark familiar word parts or 
indicate another strategy you 
used that helped you determine 
meaning.

abounding (uh BOWND ihng) 
adj.

innumerable (ih NOO muhr uh 
buhl) adj.

732 
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NOTES
length on the north coast of Ireland. Here they found the nation of the 
Scots, from whom they asked permission to settle, but their request 
was refused. Ireland is the largest island after Britain, and lies to the 
west. It is shorter than Britain to the north, but extends far beyond it 
to the south towards the northern coasts of Spain, although a wide 
sea separates them. These Pictish seafarers, as I have said, asked for 
a grant of land to make a settlement. The Scots replied that there was 
not room for them both, but said: “We can give you good advice. 
There is another island not far to the east, which we often see in the 
distance on clear days. Go and settle there if you wish; should you 
meet resistance, we will come to your help.” So the Picts crossed into 
Britain, and began to settle in the north of the island, since the Britons 
were in possession of the south. Having no women with them, these 
Picts asked wives of the Scots, who consented on condition that, 
when any dispute arose, they should choose a king from the female 
royal line rather than the male. This custom continues among the 
Picts to this day. As time went on, Britain received a third nation, that 
of the Scots, who migrated from Ireland under their chieftain Reuda, 
and by a combination of force and treaty, obtained from the Picts 
the settlements that they still hold. From the name of this chieftain, 
they are still known as Dalreudians, for in their tongue dal means a 
division.

Ireland is broader than Britain, and its mild and healthy climate 
is superior. Snow rarely lies longer than three days, so that there is 
no need to store hay in summer for winter use or to build stables 
for beasts. There are no reptiles, and no snake can exist there, for 
although often brought over from Britain, as soon as the ship nears 
land, they breathe its scented air and die. In fact, almost everything 
in this isle enjoys immunity to poison, and I have heard that folk 
suffering from snakebite have drunk water in which scrapings from 
the leaves of books from Ireland had been steeped, and that this 
remedy checked the spreading poison and reduced the swelling. The 
island abounds in milk and honey, and there is no lack of vines, fish, 
and birds, while deer and goats are widely hunted. It is the original 
home of the Scots, who, as already mentioned, later migrated and 
joined the Britons and Picts in Britain. There is a very extensive arm 
of the sea, which originally formed the boundary between the Britons 
and the Picts. This runs inland from the west for a great distance 
as far as the strongly fortified British city of Alcuith.13 It was to the 
northern shores of this firth14 that the Scots came and established 
their new homeland. 

13. Alcuith Dumbarton, Scotland.
14. firth n. narrow arm of the sea.

4

from A History of the English Church and People 733
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Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. How does Britain’s latitude, or distance from the equator, affect the lengths of days and 
nights throughout the year?

2. Into what nations is Britain divided at the time Bede is writing his history?

3. According to Bede, how does Latin unite Britain?

4. What claim does Bede make about reptiles in Ireland?

5.  Notebook Summarize the history by writing a list of the most important 
characteristics of Britain that Bede describes.

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly research 
that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect of 

Research to Explore Choose something that interested you from the text, and formulate 
a research question. Write your question here.

734 
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GROUP DISCUSSION

When talking about 
selections with long 
paragraphs, it can be helpful 
to mark key words or 
phrases as a group. You can 
then refer to these marks 
to quickly locate details you 
wish to discuss in depth.

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
 Notebook Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, reread paragraph 3. What 
techniques does Bede use to present information? Discuss the effect that 
each technique has on readers.

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share passages from 
the text that you found especially important. Take turns presenting your 
examples. Discuss what details you noticed, what questions you asked, 
and what conclusions you reached.

3. Essential Question: What does it mean to call a place home? 

Concept Vocabulary

breadth   abounding   innumerable

Why These Words?
your group, determine what the words have in common. Discuss your ideas, 
and add another word that fits this category. 

Practice
 Notebook Confirm your understanding of the concept vocabulary 

words by using them to write a short paragraph about a place you once 
visited. Make sure to use each word at least once. If you are unsure about the 
exact meaning of a word, look it up in a college-level dictionary.

from A HISTORY OF THE 
ENGLISH CHURCH AND PEOPLE

� WORD NETWORK

Add interesting words 
related to finding a home 
from the text to your 
Word Network. 

MAKING MEANING

Word Study
Anglo-Saxon Suffix: -th The Anglo-Saxon suffix -th is used to form 
nouns from adjectives. Sometimes, the length or quality of the vowel in 
the base word changes when -th is added. For example, consider these 
pairs: wide/width, long/length, broad/breadth. In other cases, the vowel is 
unaffected, as in warm/warmth.

1. Using this knowledge, infer the most notable characteristic of the animal 
known as the sloth.

2. What adjective is the base of the noun health? Use a dictionary to verify 
your deduction.

� STANDARDS
Language

Identify and correctly use patterns 
of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of 
speech.

Consult general and specialized 
reference materials, both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, 
its etymology, or its standard usage.

from A History of the English Church and People 735
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MAKING MEANING

Practice
As a group, complete this chart to note examples of Bede’s approach  
to historical writing in the excerpt from A History of the English Church 
and People.

ELEMENT EXAMPLES

facts

superstitions

personal beliefs

 Notebook Respond to these questions.

1. (a) What patterns of organization does Bede use in the first paragraph 
of the selection? (b) What topics are described, using each pattern?

2. What central idea about Britain’s geography does Bede emphasize 
through the use of hierarchical structures?

3. What aspects of Bede’s writing reinforce a positive impression of 
Britain?

Analyze Craft and Structure
Elements of Historical Writing Historical writing tells the story of past 
events using reliable evidence, such as eyewitness reports and documents. 
Because historical writing aims to inform readers, historians such as Bede use 
various techniques to present information clearly.

Statements of fact

Varying patterns of organization, such as descriptions of geography or 
chronological listings of events, tailored to clarify complex topics

Hierarchical structures that show how each part relates to a larger whole; 
a hierarchy is the formal ranking of elements within a group, such as 
Bede’s description of the nations within Britain.

Repetition of main ideas to emphasize key points.

Bede, however, lived at a time when even educated people were more 
superstitious and less informed than they are today. Also, as occurs in any 
era, his biases and beliefs affected his accounts. In Bede’s historical writing, 
therefore, you will also find the following elements:

Statements that reflect superstition, rumor, or incorrect information

Statements of personal religious belief

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

from A HISTORY OF THE 
ENGLISH CHURCH AND PEOPLE

� STANDARDS
Reading informational Text

Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain.

Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses in his or her exposition 
or argument, including whether 
the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging.

Language
Apply the understanding that 

usage is a matter of convention, can 
change over time, and is sometimes 
contested.

Resolve issues of complex 
or contested usage, consulting 
references as needed.

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.

736 
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EXAMPLE WORDS SEPARATED BY SERIAL COMMA

The land has rich veins of many metals, including copper, 
iron, lead, and silver. (paragraph 1)

In Armenia, Macedonia, and Italy, and other countries of 
that latitude, the longest day lasts only fifteen hours and 
the shortest nine. (paragraph 2)

Conventions and Style
Punctuation in Series Writers can use punctuation to clarify the 
relationships between words and phrases within a sentence. For example, 
commas are used along with a conjunction to join two independent clauses. 
Commas are also used to separate items in a series.

Many writers use the serial comma (also known as the Oxford comma) 
immediately before the coordinating conjunction (usually and, or, or nor) in 
a series of three or more terms. The serial comma is a matter of style, not a 
universal rule of English punctuation. Some newspapers and other sources 
do not require the use of serial commas.

This sentence from the excerpt from A History of the English Church and 
People shows an example of a series punctuated with a serial comma.

 There are salmon and eel fisheries, while seals, dolphins, and 
sometimes whales are caught. (paragraph 1)

You may need to consult a style guide or other reference when deciding 
whether or not to use serial commas in your writing. Teachers, editors, or 
publishers for whom you are writing will provide information about their 
preferred style.

Read It 
Work individually. Use this chart to identify the words separated by serial 
commas in the first two examples. Then, fill in the rest of the chart with two 
additional examples of serial commas in Bede’s writing.

Write It 
 Notebook Write a paragraph in which you describe the most 

interesting details you learned about Britain by reading Bede’s history. 
Include at least two sets of items in a series. Consult a reference source 
recommended by your school or teacher to determine whether or not to  
use serial commas.

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

CLARIFICATION

Serial commas can increase 
the clarity of your writing. 
Consider this sentence 
without a serial comma: 
“The reporter interviewed 
Marcel, a librarian and 
a tennis player.” Did the 
reporter interview one 
person, Marcel, who 
happens to be a librarian 
and a tennis player? Or did 
she interview three separate 
people? Consistent use of 
the serial comma eliminates 
this ambiguity.

from A History of the English Church and People 737
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